
 
 

 

 

Selection of Doctoral Students in the Spring Term 2013 
 

New Doctoral Students  

The Theatre Academy at the University of the Arts Helsinki will admit 2-6 new doctoral students to 

begin their studies in autumn 2013. The purpose of the doctoral studies is to train students as artist-

researchers through the practice of artistic research in the performing arts. The Performing Arts 

Research Centre (Tutke) is responsible for doctoral studies at the Theatre Academy. You may 

familiarize yourself with Tutke and the degree requirements at http://www.teak.fi/Research. 

 

Selection Criteria  

To be eligible for admission to doctoral studies leading to a Licentiate’s or Doctor’s degree in 

Theatre, Dance or Performance the applicant must have gained the following:  

- an appropriate higher university degree obtained in Finland, or 

- an appropriate higher polytechnic degree, or 

- appropriate education completed abroad which, in the country that awards it, 

entitles the applicant to corresponding higher education. 

A person with sufficient skills and knowledge as confirmed by the Theatre Academy is also 

eligible. The university may require a student who is admitted to study for a postgraduate degree to 

complete the necessary supplementary studies in order to acquire the knowledge and skills needed 

for the studies. 

 

Assessment Criteria  

The criteria for assessing proposals include the applicant's artistic/art pedagogical merits, 

experience in the performing arts, ability to conduct research and the appropriateness of the 

research concept. The research concept has to be compatible with Tutke’s degree requirements, and 

it must be possible to carry it out at the Theatre Academy. 

 

How to Apply  

You should ensure that your application arrives at the Performing Arts Research Centre at the 

Theatre Academy, Helsinki, no later than November 15
th

, 2012 at 4:15 pm. Applications are 

informal but should describe your artistic background and your research concept. When you are 

preparing your application, the following types of questions might be of assistance: 

 

- What do you wish to carry out research into? 

- Why do you wish to research this topic? 

- Why is it important to research this topic right now? 

- In what way is your artistic/pedagogical background relevant for this research? 

- How do you intend to carry out your research? 

- What will be the methods used in or developed during your research? 

- Is your research part of a particular artistic tradition? 

- What will be the theoretical starting points of your research? 

- What kind of results will the research produce? 

- What kind of social significance might the research have?

http://www.teak.fi/Research


 

 

The University of the Arts Helsinki will be launched in January 2013 with the merger of the Finnish Academy of Fine 

Arts, Sibelius Academy, and Theatre Academy Helsinki. The University of the Arts will be composed of three academies, 

equal in their academic contribution and cultural influence.  The staff and students of the current universities will be 

transferred to the University of the Arts when it opens.  In total, the University of the Arts Helsinki will have 

approximately 2100 students. The number of person-years will be approximately 600. 

Please include, in your application, a preliminary bibliography and a list of source materials used 

for the research, a preliminary four-year schedule and a plan of how you will carry out your 

research and a budget that will explain how you intend to finance your research. You also need to 

enclose copies of diplomas and study certificates and a CV that describes your personal 

information, education, artistic and pedagogical experience, publications and other merits that you 

consider relevant for your doctoral studies. You may include a portfolio as well. If you hold degrees 

from institutions outside Finland, you must include a description of the degree’s status in the 

awarding country’s system of education in Finnish, Swedish or English. You should have all 

appendices translated by an authorised translator if they are in a language other than Finnish, 

Swedish or English. The application and appendices will not be returned. 

 

You should send your application with the required appendices to the following address: 

The Theatre Academy 

Registry 

Haapaniemenkatu 6 

00530 Helsinki 

Finland 

 

Please mark the envelope “Doctoral studies”. Applications are mailed at the sender’s own risk. Late 

applications will not be considered. Ensure that you use sufficient postage on the envelope; the 

Theatre Academy will not accept applications with insufficient postage. Please note that all 

applications must be received at the Theatre Academy by 4.15 pm, EET, on November 15
th

 

2012. The applications can also be delivered to the Registry of the Theatre Academy at 

Haapaniemenkatu 6, Helsinki. 

 

Schedule 

Date  

1.10.2012 Announcement for applications is made public 

15.11.2012 at 4.15 pm Deadline for applications 

16.11.–10.12.2012 Selection Committee processes applications, first eliminating round  

11.12.2012– Invitations for interviews are sent to selected applicants 

7.1.2013  Interviews, second eliminating round  

17.1.2013 Selection Committee meeting, appointment of supervisors for selected applicants 

21.1.–15.3.2013 Selected applicants receive supervision on how to work on their research plan 

15.3.2011 Deadline for final research plans 

16.4.2011 Research Board meeting, final eliminating round 

30.4.2011 Selection of new doctoral students made public, applicants informed of the decision 

 

N.B. Reserve time to work on your preliminary research plan in January-March 2013! 

 

Announcement of the Results, Appeal for Rectification  

Further details about the announcement of the results will be given in conjunction with the entrance 

exam. Further details about an appeal for rectification will be given in conjunction with the 

announcement of the results. 

 

More information on:  

Performing Arts Research Centre (link) 

Postgraduate degree requirements (link to pdf) 

http://www.teak.fi/Research
http://www.teak.fi/general/Uploads_files/Tutke/Tutkintovaatimukset_en.pdf

