
Exposing Without Borders: The Audience of Contemporary Performance

KESÄKURSSI 5.-8.6.2013 / Summer workshop with Joshua Sofaer

Exposing Without Borders -kesäkoulu kutsuu eritaustaisia taiteilijoita työpajaan, jossa hypitään yli esittävien 
ja visuaalisten taiteiden rajapintojen. Joshua Sofaerin vetämässä työpajassa poistutaan yhdessä 
henkilökohtaisilta, taiteellisilta mukavuusalueilta ja tutkitaan taiteilijan ja yleisön välistä suhdetta. 
Käytäntöpainotteinen työpaja järjestetään kesäkuussa Esitystaiteen keskuksessa Suvilahdessa. 

Time: 5.-8.6.2013
Location: Eskus - Esitystaiteen keskus/ Performance Center, Suvilahti, Helsinki
Fee: 75 € 
Enrollment deadline: May 17th, 2013; by mail to:  info@esitystaide.fi 
Further information on the content: Tomi Humalisto / curator, tel. +358 40 507 4551 
Other information:  Jenny Nordlund / Eskus Performance Center, tel. +358 45 874 0470 

Workshop Description

This workshop gives participants the opportunity to explore new ways and techniques for working with 
audiences and the chance to consider what they want to achieve in the artist-audience relationship.

Across a range of artistic disciplines, artists are dealing with audiences in innovative and creative ways, 
placing the audience at the heart of their work. Contemporary culture is marked by the emancipation of the 
spectator and the transformation of the audience from passive recipient to active participant. 

This workshop is a critical and practical investigation of what is at stake for audiences today when they 
attend a live event. Participants will be encouraged to explore, examine and create innovative ways of 
working with audiences. 

The aim of the workshop is to give artists engaging in performance (involving any medium, including visual 
art, live art, dance and theatre) expanded possibilities of how they integrate audiences into their practice. 

www.joshuasofaer.com 

Esitystaiteen keskus / Performance Center
Suvilahti / Puhdistamo, Kaasutehtaankatu 1, 00540 Helsinki. E-mail info@esitystaide.fi

http://www.joshuasofaer.com/
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Workshop Outline

Wednesday 5th June : Imagining an Audience (16:00-20:00)
What is an audience? Who are we doing this stuff for? Who is your audience at the moment? Who would 
you like it to be? 
On this first day we will explore our personal ambitions in terms of working with different types of 
audiences and examine different methodologies for engaging audiences at all points of the creative process 
(including before the performance begins and after it has ended). 

Thursday 6th June: Boundaries (10:00-18:00)
What are we willing to do in front of an audience? What are we prepared to ask our audience to do? If arts 
practices offer permission to audiences to behave differently than in other areas of life, how do we work 
with that permission effectively? 
On this second day we will conduct practical exercises to explore personal boundaries and wider ethical 
questions of audience engagement. 

Friday 7th June: Find a Crowd (10:00-18:00)
Does size matter? When it is important to have large numbers of audience and why? Is there an imperative 
beyond the commercial one? 
Contemporary performance practice often attracts small-scale audiences. On the third day of the workshop 
we will explore distribution mechanisms for reaching mass audiences through practical exercises: 
thousands, tens of thousands, even millions. 

Saturday 8th June: Influence (10:00-18:00)
Do you have something you want to say to an audience? How do you get them to listen, respond, act? What 
are your responsibilities when you are trying to persuade strangers of your point of view? 
On the fourth day we will consider how to hold an audience ‘captive’ and take them on a journey. We will 
consider practical strategies for modes of engagement, appropriate ways to deliver content, and the 
influence of location and duration on the meaning of work.
 

****

Joshua Sofaer – Biography

Joshua Sofaer is an artist who is centrally concerned 
with modes of collaboration and participation. Often 
with  an  irreverent  use  of  humour,  he  plays  with 
established  forms  of  production,  appropriating  and 
reconfiguring the chat show, competition, lecture, or 
museum  display.  He  acts  as  curator,  producer  or 
director of a broad range of projects, including large-
scale  events,  intimate  performances,  and 
publications.

After a BA in Drama & English at  Bristol  University, 
Joshua went  on  to  complete  an MA in  Fine Art  at 
Central Saint Martins College of Art & Design and was
subsequently awarded a PhD from Dartington College 
of Arts.

Joshua was a winner of the 2009 Bank of America 
CREATE Art Award, and the first Artist Fellow on 
the 2010/11 Clore Leadership Programme.
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