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WHAT HAS PERFORMANCE TO DO WITH 
ECOLOGICAL CONCERNS?

WHAT KIND OF ALTERNATIVES DOES PERFORMANCE 
PROVIDE FOR HUMAN-CENTERED THINKING?

HOW ABOUT RELATIONS BETWEEN HUMANS, ANIMALS, 
MACHINES AND OTHER OBJECTS?



”The practioners call attention to the new terrains of performing 
arts in the current age of the ecological turn and in the framework of 
posthumanism and to call forth new forms of practice. Performative 
activity focused on artistic research, performance and the visual arts 
considers the relationship of human beings to the non-human, to other 
animals and plants especially, and presenting possibilities for interspecies 
performances (to be understood as collectives encompassing both humans 
and non-humans), reflecting on their meaning, consequences and the 
possibilities inherent in them.

HOW CAN PERFORMANCE RESPOND TO
ECOLOGICAL RESILIENCE?

Our understanding of the world has changed, and along with it, our 
practices and ways of working, as well as the concept of what a 
performance is. Performances and artistic activism require, above 
all, time spent together, commonly occupied premises and joint event 
considerations. Existing in the world is a matter of joint thought and 
community agency, as well as the awareness of one’s own involvement in 
the community. 

The term ”resilience” means the community ability to always be able 
to reorganize matters again and again. Resilience also includes the 
consideration of change and the opening up to common agencies, to 
different communities. The performing arts field is increasingly consisting 
of weak operators who are forming unstable communities, falling apart at 
the seams.”

Aune Kallinen and Hannah Gullichsen in 
TINFO News – Sustainability / Resilience and Performance Utopies, 2015



Hannu-Pekka Björkman, professor in acting in Finnish
Björkman is a diverse and distinguished actor, who knows the Finnish 
theatre field broadly. He has done a lot of roles in theatres, movies, and 
television, and he has worked both in institutional theatres and in free 
groups. Björkman has also worked in international productions and he has 
a contact to European theatre tradition, actors, and directors. Björkman 
has, among other things, received a Suomi palkinto – Finland State Award 
(2010), Theatre Actor of the Year Award (2009), Jussi Award: Best Leading 
Actor (2006) and Venla Award: Best Actor (2004). He has also written two 
books about his relations to acting and art.

Hanna Helavuori, director, Theatre Info Finland (TINFO)
Hanna Helavuori is the director of Theatre Info Finland (TINFO). 
Helavuori is also a theatre researcher who has written several articles and 
exhibition scripts on Finnish performing arts. She has published books 
and lectured on the history of Finnish drama and theatre and the history 
of contemporary theatre at the University of the Arts Helsinki, Theatre 
Academy.

Aune Kallinen, director, performance artist
Aune Kallinen is a director, performance artist and also a lecturer in 
performing arts at the Theatre Academy of the University of the Arts 
Helsinki. She is responsible for specialised studies in contemporary 
theatre. Artistically she works mostly in collaboration with other artists, 
investigating embodied politics, social movement and landscapes opened 
up by post-humanist thought.

Elina Knihtilä, professor in acting in Finnish
Elina Knihtilä is a diverse and distinguished actor, who has done 
numerous roles in theatres, movies, as well as on television and radio. 
Knihtilä has worked in the steering group and artistic planning group of 
the international contemporary theatre festival Baltic Circle. Knihtilä has 
been awarded twice with the Finnish film industry’s Jussi Award: Best 
Supporting Actress in the movie Falling Angels [Putoavia enkeleitä] (2008) 
and Best Leading Actress in the movie Hyvä poika (2012). 

CONTRIBUTORS



Tuija Kokkonen, director, writer, researcher
Tuija Kokkonen is one of the earliest practitioners of ecological theatre, 
a trailblazer. Since 1996, she has worked on a series of site-specific 
performances, which are explorations on the relationships between 
performance, nature, and time. Kokkonen´s current doctoral research 
project is The Potential Nature of Performance. The Relationship to the 
Non-Human in the Performance Event from the Perspective of Duration 
and Potentiality.

Katariina Numminen, professor in dramaturgy
Katariina Numminen is not only an expert in contemporary theatre and a 
maker of it; she is also an expert in her own field of art. She is known as 
a theatre thinker, who constantly approaches basic questions of theatre 
and art in a deepening way, in her own works. She has been part of the 
initiation of specializing studies in contemporary theatre, at the Theatre 
Academy. She has made directions, dramaturgical works, a radio play, 
adaptations, and scripts. In addition, she has taken part in many research 
projects.

Tiina Rosenberg, rector, the University of the Arts Helsinki
Tiina Rosenberg is on a leave of absence from the University of 
Stockholm, where she holds a professor’s post in theatre studies. She has 
previously worked as a professor of gender studies, director of studies, and 
department head at the University of Stockholm and University of Lund. 
Rosenberg’s research has focused on feminist theatre, performance studies, 
feminist theories, gender and sexuality, and critical theory. She is also 
known as an active contributor to social debate.

HOW CAN PERFORMING ARTS EDUCATION OPEN UP 
NEW WAYS OF THINKING, QUESTIONING 

AND PROBLEMATIZING?
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TINFO co-operates with performing arts professionals: artists, theatre 
producers and festival directors.

TINFO facilitates artistic networks by organizing events, seminars, 
workshops, drama readings and showcases in co-operation with different 
partners in Finland and abroad.

TINFO produces theatre information and statistics on Finnish theatre.

TINFO provides material and advice on mobility, international networks, 
artist exchanges and Finnish theatres and artists.

TINFO also takes part in various international networks, including 
IETM – International Network for Contemporary Performing Arts and 
ITI – International Theatre Institute. TINFO is the Finnish Centre of ITI.

Coming soon: TINFO News – Sustainability / Resilience and Performance 
Utopies (will be published in May 2015)

Take a look our previous TINFO News magazines: 
www.tinfo.fi/publications

Subscribe TINFO Newsletter – Theater aus Finnland (twice a year):
www.tinfo.fi/en –> Feedback or by sending us email: tinfo@tinfo.fi   

THEATRE INFO FINLAND (TINFO)



The University of the Arts Helsinki fosters our artistic heritage and renews 
art. This new university was launched in 2013 upon the merging of the 
Finnish Academy of Fine Arts, Sibelius Academy, and Theatre Academy 
Helsinki. The university now comprises the three academies, which are 
now equal in terms of educational content and cultural significance.

Theatre Academy of the University of the Arts Helsinki (TeaK) is a 
reformer of the performing arts and an attractive research unit. We offer 
training at undergraduate, postgraduate, and doctoral levels. The available 
degree programmes are Lighting and Sound Design, Dance, Choreography, 
Theatre Pedagogy, Dance Pedagogy, Acting, Directing, Dramaturgy, and 
Live Art and Performance. In addition to Acting in Finnish, we offer an 
Acting programme in Swedish.

THEATRE ACADEMY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE ARTS HELSINKI



SEMINAR PROGRAMME

14.00 – 14.15
Seminar opening: Tiina Rosenberg, rector, the University of the Arts Helsinki
What is at stake?: Hanna Helavuori, director, Theatre Info Finland (TINFO)

14.15 – 15.00
Key note: Tuija Kokkonen: Performance, Ecology and Relationships: One history
from anthropocentric performance to interspecies performance 

Alongside the wider environmental/ecological turn in our culture and the 
posthumanistic theories questioning the status of the position of the human, the 
question of performance and ecology has emerged in the fields of theatre and 
live art during the last 20-25 years.

Questions and discussion

15.00 – 15.15
Coffee break

15.15 – 17.30
Aune Kallinen | Katariina Numminen: Ecology and the University of the Arts 
Helsinki – Current Situation and New Openings

Future plans of the Master´s Programme in Ecology and Performance at 
the Theatre Academy in Helsinki
• a short introduction as to how ecology is part of the studies in the University    

of the Arts Helsinki
• how ecological thinking becomes an essential part of defining and understanding 

"performance", a few cases of artistic works done by students (master thesis)
• masterclass "dramaturgy and ecology", a case

Questions and discussion

Moderator: Hanna Helavuori, director, TINFO

Seminar is organized by


