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KRISTINE.
Good evening everybody

And please
Keep in mind:
This story

That you’re about to watch
Is first of all

A story about a house

HELENE’S VOICE.
Based on a true story, by the way

NORA.+ KRISTINE. + HELENE’S VOICE.
We grew up in this house

We
Recognize ourselves in each and every one of its corners

NORA.
I grew up
In this story

KRISTINE.
A woman and a man and on their right: a door, a well-designed living room, on its left, look: a
door, one or two or three children, and a row of little doors, and in the corner of the house: a

little fire exit door

NORA.+ KRISTINE. + HELENE’S VOICE. + ANNE-MARIE.
We grew up
In this house
We grew up
In this story

We know each and every chapter by heart

KRISTINE.
It’s like a city you were born in

You know its most tiny, hidden passageways
You know its dangerous alleys

You know it
You know it by heart

You know the woman, you know the man, between them there’s a door, between their bodies: a
closed door, and on one side of the door – he’s sitting, on the other side of the door – she’s
standing, a man and a woman and between them, like floating kitchen knives: a row of doors,

and above it all –
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ANNE-MARIE.
Let me set up a clock?

KRISTINE.
… above them all
A ticking clock

HELENE’S VOICE.
3 days
72 hours
And Christmas is about to start

NORA.
Yes, hide the Christmas tree well, Helene.

KRISTINE.
Helene?

NORA.
Helene! Isn’t she mentioned in the list of characters?

HELENE’S VOICE.
In the list of characters, I’m mentioned as ‘The Housemaid’

ANNE-MARIE.
The last name on the list

HELENE’S VOICE.
Well, no name, actually
The.
Housemaid.

KRISTINE.
But… where is she?! Where is she speaking from?

NORA.
We had some minor budget issues

So I decided in the end to cut the housemaid out –

HELENE’S VOICE.
Helene!

NORA.
… and just add her as a recording

I actually saved quite a lot of money by doing that

HELMER.
‘Saved quite a lot of money?!’ Is my little spendthrift suddenly starting to pay attention to adults’
stuff, or am I dreaming?



5

NORA.
Torvald Helmer, you don't want to mess with this spendthrift, you hear me?

HELMER.
But for real, now: tell me.
What do you want for Christmas?

NORA.
I don’t need anything, Torvald.

HELMER.
Come on, out with it.

NORA.
I really can’t think of anything. Which means, if you want to give me something, you could just –

give me money. Just whatever you have to spare. Don’t be unfair, I save where I can.

HELMER.
Exactly: where you can. You just can’t. You funny thing. Just like your father. Uses any chance
to get some money. It’s a wonderful thought to have a secure job that’s well paid.

NORA.
Yes, it’s wonderful! Right after Christmas.

Only 3 days, 72 hours –

HELENE’S VOICE.
72 hours, Anne-Marie, in which we’re going to work our asses off!

ANNE-MARIE.
True!

NORA.
Hide it, I told you the children are only supposed
to see it tonight when it’s decorated!

ANNE-MARIE.
I'll help her, Nora, don't worry

It will be done, my dear

KRISTINE.
A man and a woman in a house full of doors, and on the right: the maid’s room door, and on the
left: the nanny’s room door, and at the back: the cleaner’s room, the cook’s room, the driver’s
room door, and I am here to remind you: this story that you’re about to hear, is first of all a story

about doors, about walls, about floors, is a story about a house, and the real leading role
belongs to the house, the real story we will be telling you tonight is the story of a house, and on

the first page of the story –


