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Closing date for applications: Monday 19 March 2012. 
 
Please circulate this call for projects among artists and organisations likely to be 
interested.   
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I. NUIT BLANCHE 
 
A chance to rub shoulders with contemporary artists all night long and to see Brussels as you 
have never seen it before. Sponsored by the City of Brussels, every year on the first Saturday in 
October, NUIT BLANCHE highlights dozens of sites across the capital as it presents a variety of 
contemporary artistic creations.   
 
Cultural venues, shop windows, school playgrounds, car parks, churches, stations, fountains, 
streets and squares… In offering a series of artistic works closely related to the sites in which 
they are presented, NUIT BLANCHE sheds new light on familiar places as well as extending an 
invitation to discover locations that the public usually have little or no chance to see.   
 
So send us your innovative or interactive projects that appeal to the imagination. The NUIT 
BLANCHE team will support you throughout the process, helping you with the practicalities of 
presenting your vision (administrative aspects, liaising with sites and neighbourhoods, etc.).   
 
 

II. ARTISTS CONCERNED  
 
The call for projects for the 10th NUIT BLANCHE is addressed to budding as well as established 
artists. Mixing installations, performances, multimedia projections, music and interactive projects, 
the programme brings together works of great diversity in terms of nature and scale and is open 
to all artistic disciplines, provided the projects are contemporary in nature and can be presented 
throughout the night to a wide audience.  
 
Shows and concerts presented in a conventional format are not therefore in keeping with the 
spirit of NUIT BLANCHE. Neither, to avoid noise nuisance to local residents, are activities that 
include outdoor DJ performances normally accepted.   
 
Note also that, every year, NUIT BLANCHE selects at least one project that highlights “soft 
mobility” and always reserves a significant part of its programme for playful and interactive 
projects that engage and involve the public. NUIT BLANCHE also gives priority to artistic 
projects that favour interaction with the social fabric of the neighbourhood at stake (integration / 
participation of local residents or institutions such as youth clubs, associations, retirement homes, 
public welfare centres (CPAS/OCMW), etc.). 
 
The projects may be either existing productions or new creations. However, NUIT BLANCHE 
does like to premiere new creations and will always favour projects that have not yet been widely 
presented in Brussels. Artists are free to submit several projects if they wish.  
 
Cultural venues that wish to present projects should directly contact the cultural officers at the 
City of Brussels Culture Department (see contacts on page 9).   
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III. NUIT BLANCHE 2012 ROUTE 
 

 
 
The route for the 2012 edition will run through the following streets or sections of street in the 
city centre:   
Rue du Jardin des Olives (partly pedestrianised), rue de la Gouttière (partly pedestrianised), rue 
des Grands Carmes, rue du Bon Secours (pedestrianised), rue du Chêne, impasse du Val des 
Roses (pedestrianised), rue de Villers, place de la Vieille Halle aux Blés, rue de l’Hôpital, place de 
la Justice, rue Lebeau, rue de Ruysbroek, rue de la Paille, place du Grand-Sablon, rue de 
Rollebeek (pedestrianised), rue Stevens, place Emile Vandervelde, place de la Chapelle, rue de la 
Chapelle, rue du Saint-Esprit (pedestrianised), boulevard de l’Empereur (pedestrianised for the 
night), place de l’Albertine, Mont des Arts, rue des Ursulines, rue des Brigittines, rue des 
Tanneurs, place des Wallons, rue du Poinçon, rue de la Roue, rue Terre-Neuve, rue du Chasseur, 
place Rouppe, boulevard de Stalingrad, rue des Bogards, rue des Alexiens, rue du Midi. 
 
The cultural officers will be pleased to provide you with details of sites ready to welcome artistic 
projects as part of the NUIT BLANCHE event. Please feel free to contact them! 
 
NB: Projects submitted for sites that do not lie on the route will not be considered.   
 
 

IV. SELECTION METHOD AND CRITERIA 
 
Projects will be examined by a selection committee consisting of representatives of the City of 
Brussels Culture Department.   
 
The committee will meet on four occasions to consider submissions during the months of March 
and April 2012. The decision of the selection committee is final.     
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For projects proposed for cultural venues located along the route (Les Brigittines, Recyclart and 
Espace Magh), the selection will be made in cooperation with the artistic management of the 
venue concerned.   
 
Projects will be assessed on the basis of the following general criteria:   

 
� Artistic quality (innovative nature of the project, quality of the artistic production, 
quality of the scenery / set design, etc.); 

 
� Site suitability / reappropriation of the public space (occupation of the space, 
highlighting or transformation of the site, respect for local residents, etc.); 

 
� Viewing capacity (the projects selected must be accessible to a large number of people 
at the same time); 

 
� Technical feasibility (how realistic the proposal is, set up and break down time, 
technical implications, electrical power required, respect for safety standards, suitability 
regarding weather conditions, etc.);   

 
� Budget (how realistic and justified is the expenditure, budgetary balance between costs 
and proceeds, etc.)   

 
 

V. FINANCIAL CONDITIONS 
 
 
A. General provisions 

 
Most of the projects selected receive a financial assistance ranging from EUR 1,000.00 to EUR 
5,000.00 (taxes and charges included), depending on the legitimacy of the declared production 
costs.   
 
Certain open-air projects that are regarded as “site specific” can benefit from a NUIT 
BLANCHE financial assistance ranging from EUR 5,000.00 to a maximum of EUR 15,000.00 
(including all charges and taxes), depending on the project. These projects must be presented 
at one of the following sites: place Rouppe, Skate Park (gare de la Chapelle), place du Sablon, 
place de l’Albertine or Mont des Arts. 
 
The NUIT BLANCHE financial assistance is intended to cover the costs of: 
 

� Paying the artists and any other persons they decide to work with; 
� Purchase of materials and hire of any technical equipment needed to produce the project;   
� Travel and delivery expenses (site visits, installation); 
� Set up and break down costs; 
� Costs of project support on the evening of NUIT BLANCHE. 
 

Payments will be made within one month following the presentation. For new creations the 
financing assistance may be made available on signing the contract. The balance will then be paid 
within one month following the presentation.   
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B. Support and expenses borne by NUIT BLANCHE  
 
NUIT BLANCHE assumes responsibility for obtaining all the necessary authorisations and 
completing the administrative procedures concerning the use of the public thoroughfare. As 
such, it also assumes responsibility for opening all the water and electricity meters available on 
the public thoroughfare as well as the related consumption.   
 
NUIT BLANCHE can also provide crowd control barriers if required and security staff on the 
evening of the event, between 6 pm and 4 am.   
 
Authors’ rights (SABAM, SACD, etc.) due for exploitation of work on the evening of NUIT 
BLANCHE is payable by NUIT BLANCHE. 
 
Catering is laid on for the artists at noon and in the evening of NUIT BLANCHE. 
 
There is therefore no need to include this expenditure in your budget.   
 
 
C. Specific conditions for project promoters residing abroad   
 
If their project is selected, project promoters residing abroad must organise a trip to view the 
chosen site. This trip must be included in the proposed budget and timetable (Note! For this trip, 
NUIT BLANCHE will pay travel expenses and one night in a hotel for a maximum of 2 persons 
only).    
 
For most countries, NUIT BLANCHE will have to deduct 18% by way of income tax deducted 
at source from the amount of financial assistance granted. This sum will be paid directly to the 
Belgian tax authorities by Brufête asbl, administrator of NUIT BLANCHE. Please take this into 
account when drawing up your budgets.   
 
For projects coming from abroad, NUIT BLANCHE also bears the cost of accommodation and 
meals for a team of five persons maximum (for a maximum of 3 nights depending on the project 
set up/break down needs), as well as technical support (provision of equipment and a team) and 
support staff to marshal the audience (volunteers). We therefore ask you to give full details of 
your technical needs on the technical data sheet.   
  
We strongly advise project promoters residing abroad to contact their consular representative in 
Belgium to obtain support for their candidacy.   
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VI. APPLICATION FILE 
 
To qualify for consideration, files must include the following elements: 
 

� The application form, duly completed; 
 

� A copy of the identity card (if the project promoter is a private individual) or of the 
statutes of the company or association (if the project promoter is a corporate body). 
These are to be provided in .doc, .pdf or .jpg format; 

 
� A detailed budget drawn up on the basis of models that can be downloaded from the 

website www.nuitblanchebrussels.be (choose either “existing project” or “new creation” 
model) and accompanied by any estimates or price quotations from suppliers; 

 
� A detailed technical data sheet of the project (scenery / installation layout, plans, specific 

devices, equipment used, precise set up and break down methods, technical requirements, 
etc.); 

 
� Any visuals, drawing or detailed sketch (be sure to draw them to scale!) / model / DVD 

/ CD-R, video or sound links, etc. that permit a better understanding of the project. 
These can be returned to the artists if the project is not selected;   

 
� A scale plot plan (for projects presented in a public space only / ground plans can 

be obtained from the cultural officers); 
 

� An agreement in principle from the host site (for indoor projects only, with the 
exception of cultural venues that are included in the route (see p. 4) / pro forma to 
be downloaded from the site); 

 
� A production timetable (for new creations) or upcoming dates for project presentations 

(for existing projects); 
 

� A file presenting the artistic approach and experience of the artist or company, including 
a short biography of the team and project promoter, artistic CV of the principal 
performers, written, visual and / or audio support materials concerning previous projects 
(texts, photos, audio or video links, CD, CD-R, DVD). The latter can be returned to the 
artists if the project is not selected.  

 
Incomplete files will not be considered. 
 
Files must be sent by Monday 19 March 2012 at the latest: 
 
- Either by electronic mail to info@nuitblanchebrussels.be, using common formats (.doc, 
.pdf, .xls). Please retain a copy of the file’s dispatch confirmation mail for proof! 

  
- Or by post (postmark serving as proof) : 
Brufête asbl – Call for Nuit Blanche projects 
Rue Sainte-Catherine, 11   
B-1000 Brussels 
Belgium  

 
You will receive confirmation of receipt in March.  
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VII. OPTIMISE YOUR CHANCES OF SELECTION  
 
� The public must be able to see your project continuously or at regular intervals throughout 

the night (preferably until 3 am).    
 
� The NUIT BLANCHE audience changes over the course of the night, from families in the 

early evening to a younger and livelier audience after 11 pm. Remember this when 
developing your projects and timetables. For more intimate projects also remember that 
there will be a lot of people present (sound effects, visibility, etc.).   

 
� Make a thorough site visit in the evening in order to assess the technical constraints of the 

site (position of electricity terminals, maximum voltage, advertising boards, traffic lights, 
street furniture, street lighting, type and quality of ground covering, hanging points, etc.). 
Additional information on electricity terminals can be obtained from the cultural officers.   

 
� When developing your project please respect the existing environment, floor surface and 

infrastructure and anticipate, if necessary, the clean-up of the site after break down (possible 
installation waste, etc.).   

 
� To minimise the environmental impact of NUIT BLANCHE, make maximum use of 

natural, recycled or recyclable materials.   
 
� For projects in a public space, ensure that your projects are suitable for autumnal weather 

conditions and that they can withstand possible bad weather (strong winds, heavy rain, etc.).    
 
� When laying out temporary installations on the public thoroughfare, always leave height and 

width clearance of 4 m x 4 m to allow passage or parking for emergency service vehicles.   
 
� The plot plans for installations in a public space must include the installation measurements 

and the space taken up by all the installations, equipment and structures that you plan to set 
up. Also indicate the positioning of the audience.   

 
� To give you an idea of whether or not your project is in keeping with the spirit of NUIT 

BLANCHE, consult the website for the 2011 event at www.nuitblanchebrussels.be 
 
 
VIII. BUDGET INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Please carefully read these instructions designed to help you to draw up your budget.   
 

• Do not forget to include all costs linked to the set up, break down, safety measures and 
management of your project (pod, scaffolding, safety net, volunteers, out of hours security 
that is not provided by NUIT BLANCHE, etc.). Note: it is imperative that you recruit the 
volunteers yourself (NUIT BLANCHE will only provide volunteers for project promoters 
coming from outside Belgium).   

 
� NUIT BLANCHE does not have its own technical equipment. Project promoters residing in 

Belgium must themselves hire the equipment necessary to produce and present their project. 
For promoters coming from outside Belgium, NUIT BLANCHE will hire the necessary 
equipment. Please nevertheless include the hire costs in your budget.   
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� For new creations, the purchase of materials and production costs will be examined in light 
of the permanent or temporary nature of the work or creation. It is therefore possible that 
NUIT BLANCHE will not take into account the full amount of the costs indicated.   

 
� Under budget items 61410 and 61411 (Payment of third-parties for artistic services and 

Payment of third-parties for technical services) it is necessary to include the amounts invoiced 
by service providers and / or suppliers external to your association.   

 
� Item 62 (Remunerations) must include amounts payable to persons employed directly by you 

under the terms of an employment contract (do not forget to include the gross wages of your 
employees and to add employer’s charges). Please reserve one line per employee (e.g.: if you 
have 3 actors, give one line per actor) and give the term of the contract (expected number of 
hours of work).    

 
� Please note! Any expenditure in excess of EUR 500.00 (excluding remunerations 

under item 62) must be supported by an estimate or price quote from a supplier.   
 
� The costs and proceeds items in your budget must balance. If the costs exceed the maximum 

amount granted by NUIT BLANCHE (that is, EUR 15,000.00 for “site specific” projects in 
public places and EUR 5,000.00 for others), you must provide proof of your external sources 
of financing in your budget.   

 
� For project promoters outside Belgium, the fixed daily amount to cover accommodation 

costs is EUR 90.00 per person (for 1 night in a hotel plus breakfast) and EUR 16.80 per 
main meal (noon / evening).  

 
� For transport, the allowance per kilometre is 0.50 EUR/km for trucks and vans (transport 

of set / equipment) and 0.3352 EUR/km for private cars. For train and plane, it is the 
current price of a 2nd class or economy class ticket that applies.  

 
 

IX. DIARY 
 
Information session: 6 February 2012 
Closing date for applications:  19 March 2012 
Confirmation of receipt of applications:  March 2012 
Project selection:  March – April 2012 
Replies to artists: May 2012 
Meeting of selected artists: June 2012 
Signing of contracts: June 2012 
Set up: 5-6 October 2012 
Nuit Blanche:  6 October 2012 
Break down: 7 October 2012 
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X. CONTACTS / QUESTIONS  
 
If you have any questions or would like assistance with the procedures or site search, please 
contact our cultural officers:  
 
Martin Angenot (FR – EN): martin.angenot@brucity.be - T. + 32 2 279 64 05  
Sabine Cornu (FR – ES): sabine.cornu@brucity.be - T. + 32 2 279 64 23  
Cécile Maissin (FR – NL – EN): cecile.maissin@brucity.be - T. 00 32 2 279 64 49 
 
They will also be pleased to help you complete your application file correctly, if necessary. So 
don’t hesitate to make an appointment!   
 
A general information session is scheduled for Monday 6 February at 6 pm, at the Centrale 
électrique - Place Sainte-Catherine 44 - 1000 Brussels. Advance registration with our cultural 
officers is required.   
 


