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Press Release  
 

 

 

 
 

Stellar Quines and Lung Ha’s Theatre Companies present 
 

Rehearsal Room 19 
Tuesday 27 November 2012 

Heart of Hawick – Tower Mill, Hawick and live online  
 
Stellar Quines’ Rehearsal Rooms are a space where new scripts and new writers are 
presented to a live audience for the first time. For Rehearsal Room 19 Stellar Quines has 
partnered with Lung Ha’s Theatre Company to explore the work of two female Finnish 
playwrights. Extracts from Island by Laura Ruohonen, and 13 Sunken Years by Paula 
Salminen, both translated by Eva Buchwald, will be presented script in hand by members of 
both companies. We are delighted that playwright Paula Salminen will be joining us from 
Finland to talk about Finnish female playwrights and her work.  
 

Two hours of the afternoon rehearsal on Tuesday 27 November 2pm – 4pm  
(klo 16-18 suomen aikaa) and the whole of the evening show and post show discussion from 
7pm( klo 21 Suomen aikaa) will also be live streamed via Stellar Quines’ website 
www.stellarquines.com 
 

The live stream will include a chat room where an online audience can have their say 
and ask questions in the post show discussion. Those watching online will also have the 
opportunity to choose which camera they watch, or all of them at once if they prefer! 
They will also be able to give the camera operators instructions on what they want to 
see. We want to test how audiences want to watch these events online – so join us and 
have your say.  
 

Stellar Quines and Lung Ha’s Theatre Companies would like to thank Heart of Hawick and 
the Finnish National Theatre for their support of this event.  
 

Island by Laura Ruohonen, translated by Eva Buchwald 
 

In the old days, all visitors to the island had to bring wood for their own coffin. This is 
where they sent lepers to die, and there were no trees back then. Not many to speak of 
now either. You can still hear tell of how sailors used to shudder at the sound of the 
wailing and lamenting that carried across the water on the island.  
 

Two women find themselves stranded on an uninhabited island in the Baltic when their 
motorboat fails.  One is a retired eye-doctor, the other the young architect she has hired to 
build a house on the island.  As nature tests their strength, so the women test each other’s 
patience.  The wealthy cynical widow and the idealistic single mother soon realize they 
have nothing in common.  Their confrontation is interrupted by the arrival of a young 
sailor, whose boat only has room for one.  In this gently comic collision of world-views, 
Laura Ruohonen explores larger themes of women’s role in society, humanity’s relationship 
to the universe, and the conflict between nature and technology.  
 

13 Sunken Years by Paula Salminen, translated by Eva Buchwald 
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… into the depth, let the current grab your hair and your arms and spread them wide and – 
that’s when you start to soar. Riding the rapids with the current. I know all the rocks, the 
hazards, the eddies, I’m the queen of the white water, the bravest of the brave, the most 
daring of daredevils, the freest of free spirits… 
 

Three women of different generations are tied to one another not only by blood but also by 
the magic of the river that runs through their remote Finnish town.  Eva, turning eighteen, 
is eager to set off to university and make her way in the world.  On the day of her school 
graduation, her mother disappears and her grandmother is diagnosed with dementia.  As 
Eva tries to make sense of her life now that pieces of her world are missing, past memories 
seem to rise out of the mist on the river.   Paula Salminen’s lyrically atmospheric play 
examines the connections between family, roots, destiny and the journey that becomes life.  
 

Venue Details   
 

Tuesday 27 November 2012, 7pm.  Tickets £5  
Heart of Hawick – Tower Mill, Kirkstile, Hawick, TD9 0AE 
Tel: 01450 360 688   www.heartofhawick.co.uk 
 
 

Notes to editors  
 
Stellar Quines  
 

Established in 1993, Stellar Quines is an award winning Scottish theatre company that 
celebrates the energy, experience and perspective of women. We provide a platform for 
women’s stories and create live theatre driven by women and where female practitioners 
are at the forefront of all creative roles. Stellar Quines has established a reputation for 
high quality, diverse work which reflects an eclectic range of theatrical styles and is 
underpinned by a commitment to pushing boundaries and challenging stereotypes.  
 

Live theatre lies at the heart of the company, however, a pioneering spirit that both 
upholds tradition and champions progress drives Stellar Quines. As such we are increasingly 
initiating projects that explore the interface between the traditions of live theatre and the 
possibilities emerging through the virtual and digital worlds.   
 

www.stellarquines.com 
 
Lung Ha’s Theatre Company  
Founded in 1984, Lung Ha’s Theatre Company has been involved in the production of over 
thirty-five original performances for the stage.  Since its inception it is estimated that the 
Company has worked with over three hundred performers with a learning disability; it has 
toured productions extensively throughout Scotland, as well as to England, Ireland, Poland, 
France and Sweden. 
 

Lung Ha’s Theatre Company applies the highest professional standards to create, and then 
present, performing arts events of exceptional quality to a wide audience - providing 
opportunities for people with learning disabilities to develop a range of theatre skills. 
Lung Ha’s Theatre Company aims to be a leading theatre company for people with learning 
disabilities, in Scotland and internationally. 
 

www.lunghas.co.uk 
 
 

Writer Laura Ruohonen  
Born in 1960 in Helsinki, Laura Ruohonen studied biology and literature at Helsinki University, 
followed by dramaturgy at the Helsinki Theatre Academy and in the US.  An established 
playwright and stage director, she holds the post of Professor of Dramaturgy at the Helsinki 
Theatre Academy.  She is also on permanent commission as a playwright for the Finnish 
National Theatre and the Kuopio City Theatre. 
 

Ruohonen’s international breakthrough was with the play Olga in 1995. In Finland her plays 
Queen C (2002), Yksinen (2007) and War Tourists (2009) have all received the annual Best 
Play award.  Apart from writing for the stage, Ruohonen has also written and directed radio 
plays (eg Big Ape, Boat to Sweden and Beersaviour), television and film scripts 
(Bittersweet 1995) and worked for the Finnish Broadcasting Corporation as a dramaturg.  
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Ruohonen’s plays have been translated into over twenty different languages and are 
frequently performed abroad, most recently in Germany, Sweden and Ireland.  Her most 
recent work ‘Yökyöpelit’ (‘Night Revenants’, 2012), a musical play based on her own 
poetry, is in repertoire for its second season and will form the basis of a television series. 
She is currently working on plays for the Finnish National Theatre and the Kuopio City 
Theatre, and is writing an opera libretto. 
 
Writer Paula Salminen  
Paula Salminen, born 1977, is a Finnish playwright and dramaturg who graduated from the 
Finnish Theatre Academy in 2003 and has since worked as a freelance writer for theatre, 
radio and television.  Although Salminen, who began writing plays at the age of nine, has 
worked on numerous projects, 13 Sunken Years was her first full-length, non-adaptation 
work to be performed at a professional theatre.  It premiered at the Finnish National 
Theatre in March 2012. Salminen is currently working on three new plays, as well as editing 
and writing a book on dramaturgy and co-founding a new collective for children's theatre. 
 
Translator Eva Buchwald  
Eva studied at the School of Slavonic and East European Studies at the University of 
London. She is a dramaturg at the Finnish National Theatre where her role includes 
developing new Finnish writing and seeking international work for the programme. Eva 
also adapts work for the stage, most recently Dostoevsky’s Idiot (2010) and the Finnish 
novel Over Dark Waters by Peter Franzen (2012).   
 

Eva has also translated over a dozen Finnish plays into English.  Many of these, such as Juha 
Jokela’s Fundamenlist, Sirkku Peltola’s Finnhorse and Sofi Oksanen’s Purge and have 
enjoyed readings or productions in the UK and USA.  Her translation of Sirkku Peltola’s 
Happy to Stand will open at ACT (graduate programme) in San Francisco in October 
2012.  She has recently completed the translation of Paavo Westerberg’s They Don’t Live 
Here Anymore and is currently working on a stage adaptation of Ian McEwan’s Saturday for 
the Finnish National Theatre.  
 

For more information  
 

Lesley Anne Rose, Creative Producer  
0131 229 3851   lesleyanne@stellarquines.co.uk 
twitter @Stellarquines 
www.stellarquines.com 
 

Michael Fraser, Company Manager  
0131  221 9568  info@lunghas.co.uk 
twitter @LungHasTheatre  
www.lunghas.co.uk 

                         
 

       


