
VIII 

 

I read once that you can tell babies anything, 

if your voice is quiet and calm. 

And if your face isn’t that ugly. 

My face isn’t ugly, is it, Baby? 

 

Aaaah! 

 

My graduate work was called 

„Importance of Nothing“ 

It was an installation, 

a small metal structure, 

  which is made so that 

 in certain intervals it blows up 

  four soap bubbles. 

Four is an unlucky number in Japan. 

But this is not Japan. 

This is Norway. 

Yugo Sama helped me make it. 

I hid it somewhere on the ceiling of the great hall at the university. 

Abebi has a husband who works there as a cleaner. 

Those people know how to keep a secret. 

I never had to defend the work. 

They still haven't found where the bubbles are coming from. 

I graduated from the University of Tokyo 

They always tell you to say  Tokyo University under your breath, 

like you're almost ashamed 

like this, 

Tokyo University, 

like you are so humble. 

Ha! 

 

Ha! 

 

I don’t care! 

I, Kanto Shizuka, got in the University of Tokyo! 

How many of us have graduated in my class? 

Three. 

How many applied for my major? 

So many. 

how many? 

The whole... 

The whole... The whole of Niš. 



No, that's not it! 

All of Novi Sad! 

All of Novi Sad and Niš! Both cats and dogs. And grandparents. 

And babies. 

I'm sorry, Baby, but no, you didn't get into the University of Tokyo. 

Sooo there's no room, I'm sorry. 

I'm sorry Baby, you didn't get in because Shizuka did! 

And because you have no idea how to draw. 

Because you’re a baby! 

When I found out that I got in the university 

I jumped around the house so much that my mom chased me 

 

Maaa? 

 

Yes, ma ma, ma ma, 

and beat me with a rag. 

She waves with that rag  

while I hang from the ceiling 

like this. 

Father just watches, 

I know he's glad. 

Where I come from, Kanto is a Tokyo surname 

Kanto in Osaka is a foreigner. 

Everyone in my family is an architect. 

Big family, big company, in Tokyo. 

My father went to Osaka, 

now it's an even bigger company. 

All architects- 

mom dad brother brother brother 

and the dog is an architect. 

Only I am loonie. 

But father loved it, 

although he didn't expect it. 

Shizuka means calm, 

that's where they screwed up. 

And you Miran San, 

you are a real baby. 

My father would love you very much. 

How strange is that. 

In Serbian and Japanese, 

otac and otasa, father. 

 

Faaa? 

nononono 



not that 

ma ma 

mama 

Who loves mama? 

 

Aaa? 

 

That’s right, you love mama! 

And where is mama? 

Where? 

Where is mama? 

Probably somewhere having safe sex with a person she knows well. 

Isn’t she? 

Ha! 

 

Haa! 

 

Or maybe she’s in the store. 

Where is mama? 

bup, no mama! 

 

Aghahah! 

 

bup, no mama! 

 

Khaahahaaaaaa! 

 

Bup, no. 

Baby, I’m so mean. 

Isn’t it so? Shizuka is mean? 

 

Haheheheknh. 

 

Cover that belly button, Baby. 

That’s what my brother told me, 

my older brother. 

You are mean 

Watch out, baby! 

Here comes the blanket, wooom! 

Here comes the Tsunami. 

Woooom. 

Covers everything. 

bup 

No mom. 



bup 

No dad. 

Bu? 

 

No dad. 

No brothers. 

bup 

bup 

I couldn’t go home. I couldn’t go anywhere. 

You don’t have a brother anymore, 

because you are mean, 

because you don’t want to come back. 

Then he wanted to take all the money for himself. 

That’s why, baby, you don’t need a brother. 

You need a good lawyer. 

I can give you his card. 

I was there, where you’re lying now, when he called me. 

Both of them died immediately, from the crash. 

Brothers were in a hospital, heavy injuries. 

When am I coming back? 

I don’t know, I can’t. 

You are mean, you left us all, you do what you want, 

you don’t care. 

For a month I didn’t leave my bed. 

Yugo Sama thought it was because of some boy. 

She always thinks that everything is about some boy. 

I didn’t know how to tell her. 

How to tell myself? 

I went to the shop, 

I bought ten pounds of salt. 

It was very heavy,  

so I needed to go back to my room  

to get a backpack 

I waited for the night to fall. 

And then I went to the city. 

First I wanted to go to the docks but water is dirty there, 

that’s why I went to the lake. 

And in lake you sink faster. 

The closer I was, the lighter I got. 

I took my shoes off and went into the water. 

The water was so cold that I felt my veins shrinking in my legs. 

Then the hickups came 

but I didn’t stop. 

I got into the water 



and only then noticed that my backpack had a hole 

 and that the salt was coming out since I came out from the dorm. 

But then it was already so cold 

that the veins in my head started viggling like snakes 

 and that was the only thing I heard. 

But I couldn’t sink. 

I went towards the shore.  

I wanted to take a stone.  

On the shore there was a red van, 

lights on, 

and a few people in red jumpsuits, red pants 

graduates, russ. 

They laugh, they yell. 

Noise in my ears. 

Girl from the Ring, 

You don’t dare girl from the ring. 

One of them comes to me, 

drunk, huge. 

He takes me by the hair and pulls me to the shore. 

It’s so cold outside, 

his hands hold me tight and it burns. 

Hi rips my clothes off,  

I cannot breathe. 

He grabs my belt 

he smears his face over mine. 

My mouth is full of water, 

water comes out of my teeth. 

He puts his hand down my pants. 

That’s when I peed myself. 

It felt as if somebody broke ice between my legs with a hammer 

and down my legs there were snakes. 

The smell and the steam confused him.  

I’m on the ground, he’s above me, 

I can’t see well from the carlights. 

I shake and I hear mother as she yells 

Shizuka 

Shizuka 

  And I thank the spirits for salt 

and for the mother they brought so I don’t die alone. 

And before I close my eyes 

I see a shadow of a wolf tackling the man above me. 

Water spilds from my ear 

and I can hear the wolf growl and howl. 

That wolf was your mother and you. 



She just didn’t know it yet. 

I read once that you can tell babies anything, 

if your voice is quiet and calm. 

You sleep so well, 

Miran San.1 

I hope I didn’t break you. 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Miran San in Serbo-Croatian means A Calm Dream. 


