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Viirus European theatre project Meeting the Odyssey 
sails to the Mediterranean in 2015 
 
Theatre Viirus international collaborative project Meeting the Odyssey - An 
Adventure Beyond Arts, Myths and Everyday Life 2013-2016 will continue 
this summer with two extensive tours in the Mediterranean. Viirus is in 
charge of 7 unique performances called Instant Performances, which are 
based on local peoples stories and themes. Meeting the Odyssey aboard the 
Estonian schooner Hoppet will also stay a few days on the island of 
Lampedusa to show solidarity with both the refugees and the host 
population. 
 
In the summer of 2014 the Estonian schooner Hoppet sailed in the Baltic Sea 
with two different international theater productions, as a part of the EU-funded 
Odyssey project, administered by Theatre Viirus. 
 
Now it is the Mediterranean's turn. On the 3rd of May the sailing starts from 
Tallinn to Camogli in Italy, and from there the ship takes the theater crew to 
Malta, via Lampedusa to Sardinia, France's southern coast and then back to Italy. 
 
The actual theater tour begins already on the 27th of May, when it is time for the 
first premiere: sbarchi_un'odissea (Landing - An Odyssey). The performance is 
mainly an Italian-Danish production, but Viirus dramaturge Christoffer Mellgren 
wrote the text, sound engineer Björn Karlsson also participates in the production 
and one of the actors, Jaakko Kiljunen. has been selected and recruited by Viirus 
for the entire tour. Sbarchi_un'odissea tours in the area around Milan and Lake 
Como, and in late June it is time for Malta. 
 
After Malta Hoppet will be sailing with some of the artists to Lampedusa. The 
small island near the African coast was not in the original project plan, but after 
the continuous flow of refugees and the tragic incidents at the coast of Italy, the 
participating theaters decided to visit Lampedusa to show solidarity with the 
refugees and the island's inhabitants. A performance of some kind at Lampedusa 
is possible, and/or taking part of stories, but the exact plans are not set yet. 
 
In Sardinia, on the 4th of August, the premiere of the project's final production 
Nausicaa io sono io takes place. It is an Italian-French-Greek co-production 
sailing around Sardinia in August and then on to Port Camargue and other 
localities near Montpellier and Nimes in France. The last port will be Rosignano 
Marittimo, which is located in Tuscany. There the performances will be 
performed at the Intercity Festival in Florence. 



 
In parallel with the two main productions Instant Performances will be created 
at all venues. The Russian director Tanya Pryiatkina-Weinstein from Skorohod 
Platform in St. Petersburg has been commissioned by Viirus to create seven 
performances between May and October, at 7 different locations in the 
Mediterranean. She works together with musician and actor Robert Kock during 
the first tour, and visual designer Kaisa Salmi during the second tour. Together 
with local performing artists and different local groups, they will create the 
Instant performances. The Instant performances are based on three different 
themes: the Sirens, which symbolizes the objectification of women; the 
Underworld - here associated to the (undocumented) migrants who fall outside 
the system and live in their own underworld in the middle of our welfare 
societies; and the Lotus-eaters symbolizing addiction. Each Instant organizer has 
selected the theme that interests them the most. 
 
Schedule 
 
Available also here: http://www.meetingtheodyssey.eu/stopovers/#year2 
 
Italy 
Milan 23-24.5: Instant Performance 
Milan 27.5: Premiere Landing_an odyssey 
Milan 28-31.5: Landing_an Odyssey 
Dervio 5-7.6: Landing_an Odyssey 
Olginate 12-14.6: Landing_an Odyssey 
Campsirago 13-14.6: Instant Performance 
Como 19-21.6: Landing_an Odyssey 
Como 19-21.6: Instant Performance 
Camogli 28.6: Landing_an Odyssey 
29.6-6.7: Hoppet sails from Camogli to Malta (Valletta) 
 
Malta 
Valletta / Bormla 10-18.7: Instant Performances + Landing_an Odyssey 
 
20-22.7 Hoppet sails to Lampedusa 
23-25.7 Lampedusa (the program is not confirmed) 
26-29.7 Hoppet sails to Sardinia 
 
Sardinia 
Jerzu 4-5.8 Nausicaa Io sono Io 
Jerzu 9-10.8 Instant Performance 
Sinsicola 12.8 Nausicaa Io sono Io 
Olbia 14.8 Nausicaa Io sono Io 
Bosa Montresta 17.8 Nausicaa Io sono Io 
Sant'Anna Aresi 22.8 Nausicaa Io sono Io 
 
23-27.8 Hoppet sails to France (St.Cyprien) 
 
France 

http://www.meetingtheodyssey.eu/stopovers/#year2


St. Cyprien 29.8 Nausicaa Io sono Io 
Gruissan 2.9 Nausicaa Io sono Io 
Séte 9-12.9 Nausicaa Io sono Io 
Port Camargue 17-18.9 Nausicaa Io sono Io 
Port Camargue 19.9 Instant Performance 
 
19-22.9 Hoppet sails to Tuscany, Italy 
 
Italy 
Florence 25-27.9 Nausicaa Io sono Io 
Florence 3.10 Instant Performance 
 
 
More information: Matilda von Weissenberg, Project manager 
Meeting the Odyssey 
+ 358-50-9115988 matilda@viirus.fi 
 
www.meetingtheodyssey.eu 
 
www.viirus.fi 


