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Play Rape: A 70 minute solo performance written, directed and performed by Anna Paavilainen
Lighting design: Pietu Pietiäinen, English translation: Anni Puolakka, Swedish translation: Alma Pöysti
Performed in Finnish or Swedish, video surtitles in English available. A spoken English version and a translation to German 
surtitles (by Eeva Bergroth) are available by winter 2017, at the earliest.

Contacts: Anna Paavilainen (producer, director) annapaavi@gmail.com +358443086083

Pietu Pietiäinen (tour manager, lights, sound, stage) pietiainen@gmail.com +358456760543

PR is a declaration of an angry woman, an icy monologue about the problematics of rape scenes in the theatre of 
21st century Finland. Actor, playwright and director Anna Paavilainen got fed up with submission and wanted to do 
things in her own way. Freedom of speech and shame meet in a face-off that goes far beyond personal experience, 
deep down into the power structures of our society. 

PR had its premiere at the Pop Up Art House Helsinki in November 2014, and has been in performed, for example, 
at Baltic Circle Festival and on the main stage of The Finnish National Theatre. The Swedish version PLAY RAPE 
PÅ SVENSKA premiered in Hangö Teaterträff June 2016. The premiere of PR played in English is planned to take 
place by spring 2017. 

In this rider the word HOST will be used for the promoter/organizing venue/festival/theatre, and the letters PR for 
the Play Rape production meaning both Anna Paavilainen & Pietu Pietiäinen. This rider has 4 pages.

Travel & accommodation

2 persons traveling from Helsinki, except when English surtitles are used and our translator Anni may be coming 
with PR, to be agreed separately. Single rooms with private bathrooms, breakfast & WiFi in a minimum 2 star class 
hotel within a reasonable & safe distance from the venue are required. Hotel & travel expenses including local 
transports airport/hotel/venue and per diems are covered by HOST. If flying from Helsinki PR will carry 2 pieces of 
maximum 20 kg luggage for stage clothes and props. PR is also available by car/van to Scandinavia, Baltics and 
Russia, to be agreed separately.

Stage

Black box with a minimum of 8 x 8 x 4 meters stage area, viewed from 1 direction
Seating for 50-500 people with good visibility to the floor level of the performing area, rise min. 25 cm per row, 1st 
row on stage floor level. Other kinds of venues are possible but have to be agreed & planned with PR in advance.
No smoke, no cigarettes, no matches, no fire, just a microwave oven with popcorn & noodles on stage.
Basic silent & dark & empty & clean professional stage. No rigging needs except for light & sound and possibly 
video.

Schedule

Travel day and a hotel night always before the 1st performance day
Performance day schedule proposal (to be agreed separately):
9-11am load-in & build-up: 1 stage hand, 1 light technician, 1 sound engineer provided by HOST
11am - 1pm focusing&programming lights, sound check if mic is used, 1 light + 1 sound tech required
1pm-2pm lunch, stage floor cleaning provided by HOST
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Schedule continued 
2pm-4pm walk-through rehearsal with actor
4pm-6pm spare time for fine adjusting & concentrating
earliest 6 pm showtime
show 70 minutes, no intermission
take-down and load-out time 1 hour with some hands to help
All afternoon & evening times technical assistance must be available in case of trouble
During performance light & sound techs should be present in case of trouble.
A video technician is required for set-up if english surtitles are projected.
One hotel night for all PR crew always after an evening show provided by HOST

Set 

1 two-seater couch / sofa, heavy enough to jump into or that can be attached to the stage floor, rather 80’s than 
antique, can be ugly & worn out but has to be clean & dust-free, please see ours above and send us a photo of what 
you got . When arriving by van PR brings the sofa – when flying provided by HOST
1 round bar table approx 40 cm wide – 1 meter high. One that looks like it could be from the foyer of the venue. When 
arriving by van PR brings the bar table – if flying provided by HOST
1 mattress – clean basic cotton-covered rubber or plastic foam guest mattress, on which an adult could sleep on. 
With van PR brings the mattress – when flying provided by HOST
1 black standard stage riser 1 x 2 meters with 20-40 cm legs HOST 

Props

1 microwave oven, connected and functioning, on stage (upstage left together with the riser and mattress) HOST
1 cup of fresh coffee, 1 piece of cake; Sacher or similar that could be from the venue café, plate, cake spoon HOST
1 glass can of fresh drinking water, 1 water glass, 1 deep plate for noodles, fork HOST
Paper cups for sherry for everybody in the audience HOST
3 bags of microwave popcorn, 1 bag of vegetarian instant noodles and 1 organic banana for each performance HOST
Minimum 1 x 0,75 cl bottle of Oloroso sherry per each 50 spectators, to be distributed (by PR) to the audience during 
performance HOST
Performance costumes & other stage props brought by PR 

Sound

Good quality stereo professional PA with SUB, to cover the audience area HOST
1 audio mixer with min. 2 mic inputs and one stereo line in (3,5 mm mini stereo jack from laptop) HOST
1 Macbook Pro laptop with Qlab3 playlist for sound PR
For over 150 person audiences and to be prepared for possible actor’s voice problems: a professional wireless mic
system with Lavalier microphone & skin colored tape, transmitter w. fresh batteries & receiver with belt&bag HOST
1 complete identical spare system of the above connected to the other mic channel in case of mic trouble HOST
Sound will be rehearsed & operated by PR (one person) so the sound mixer needs to be close to the lighting 
console, in a centered FOH position where one can see & hear the stage as well as possible.
One HOST sound technician present during setup and sound check, and available during rehearsal and performance.

Music used during the performance:

Nirvana: Rape Me (whole song)
Aqua: Barbie Girl (less than 2 min)
W. A. Mozart: Piano Concerto 23 1st part: Ingrid Haebler ja London Symphony Orchestra
W. A. Mozart: Requiem: Confutatis Recordare
Barbara Bonney, Anne Sofie Von Otter, Etc.; John Eliot Gardiner: English Baroque Soloists, Monteverdi Choir 
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Light

Depending on the venue & stage size min 12 x 10 A dimmer channels (it’s pretty simple, 40 cues) HOST
Min. 12 x PARcans, 1 kW F or similar with clamps, filter frames, safety wires etc, LEE 202 and 201 filters HOST
MA2 series lighting console with installed software update 3.2 or above located in FOH next to sound mixer HOST
(MA2 onPC Wing available for touring from PR, to be agreed separately)
5-pin DMX cabling from FOH to dimmers and 230 V cabling from dimmers to ceiling light positions HOST
1 Strobe Martin Atomic 3000 or similar stage center ceiling position, DMX signal to it. HOST
1 dimmable table lamp / table reading/working light and a dimmer channel for it upstage left HOST
Dimmable auditorium house lights to be controlled with DMX or manually from FOH position HOST
Lighting design, fixtures and positions are flexible according to what is available in the venue
Accurate technical drawings, light & sound plots, section views, equipment lists and photos of the venue have to be 
available to PR latest one month before show, provided by the HOST. (.dwg files with 3D info will be gladly received)
The adjusted lighting & stage plan will be designed by PR and approved by both parts latest one week prior to show.
Lights are programmed and operated during rehearsal&show by PR/Pietu, console next to sound FOH w. good view.
One HOST light technician present during setup, focus and programming, and available during rehearsal & 
performance.

Video

Not needed unless for surtitles projection. In that case PR  prefers the surtitles to be projected on the (black) back 
wall, 4-5 meters wide image, min. XGA resolution (1024 x 768, can be more) and 5000 ansilum. brightness with good 
contrast. Only white text on black background is used, no sound, the video signal is coming from the translator’s  
laptop (PR) with mini display port or thunderbolt output. (Adapter may be needed from HOST). If needed and present, 
Anni the interpreter and her laptop will be on downstage left corner, visible to the audience. Provided by HOST in this 
case: Video signal cable and the projector & ceiling mount. As well as one HOST video technician in the morning to 
help to set up the projection.

Vimeo link courtesy of Baltic Circle Festival

https://vimeo.com/147133718 password Baltic2015, link with English subtitles coming soon as well as link to press 
photos…

Reviews & articles

http://www.hs.fi/kulttuuri/a1447497387512
http://gamla.hbl.fi/kultur/recension/2015-11-14/778200/stark-protest-mot-teatervaldtakter
http://www.aamulehti.fi/kulttuuri/tampereen-teatterikesa-teatteriraiskaukset-saivat-nayttelijan-kasvamaan-
uhrista-oikeustaistelijaksi/
http://www.svd.se/finsk-pjas-klar-av-den-voyeuristiska-blicken
http://yle.fi/aihe/artikkeli/2016/03/31/ovatko-raiskaukset-teatterissa-uhripornoviihdetta-kerro-mielipiteesi
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Light & stage plot, we will adapt to Your venue and equipment, these are the minimum needs for lights
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backstage

backlight center upstage

spot center

backlight sofa

backlight table

backlight Annibacklight center downstage

spot center

front light 1 front light 2 front light 3


